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Welcome

This is the second edition of the six-monthly
Westmill Windfarm newsletter. In this edition,
some of WWF’s newest shareholders, the
children of Shrivenham C of E School school
reflect on what the windfarm means to them.
We also include an update on the recent Countrywide
visit to Westmill, wind generation trends over the last
few months, and some changes to the WWF Board.

We very much hope that you enjoy reading the
newsletter. If there are any topics you’d like us to cover
in future editions, please get in touch
info@westmill.coop
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I am sure you have read in the media how the costs of generating electricity from wind and solar
have been falling rapidly. In the future, the existing two support schemes for renewable electricity
generation Renewable Obligation Certificates (WWF) and Feed in Tariffs(Westmill Solar) are not
open to new generation.

Changing times (and costs!) for

electricity generation
Written by Eoin Lees, Chair of Westmill Wind Farm

They have been replaced by the government policy of
CfD (Contracts for Differences) which tries to encourage
all low carbon electricity sources. A CfD guarantees a
fixed income to the electricity generator irrespective of
the wholesale price for a set period of years; this
provides certainty to the low carbon generator on their
future income and the price rises annually with inflation
(CPI). In principle, this could help the consumer since if
the wholesale price is greater than the CfD price, the
generator only receives the wholesale price.

However, if the wholesale price is less than the CfD price, then the generator
receives a subsidy paid for by all consumers equal to the guaranteed price. The
early CfDs for nuclear power and offshore wind were awarded without full
competition and the guaranteed prices were high – the wholesale price of
electricity in 2012 was around 4. 5 p/kWh. Subsequent competitive auctions
really show up the falling costs of wind, particularly offshore wind, and solar as
shown in the table.

Contracts for differences

Guaranteed

Term (years)

All prices price linked to

Offshore wind 2017 auction (ave)

6.40

15

lowest was 5.75 p/kWh

Onshore wind 2015 auction (ave)

8.2

15

lowest was 7.9 p/kWh

Offshore wind 2015 auction (ave)
PV solar 2015 auction (ave)
Nuclear Power (2012 price)

EDF next UK station 2012 price

p/kWh
12.0
6.7

9.25

8.95

15

15

35

35

Consumer Price Index
lowest was 11.4 p/kWh
lowest was 5.0 p/kWh
Hinkley Point C
Sizewell C

The Government has made comparison of the various costs easy by
keeping all CfD prices in 2012 money. The key points are:

•
•
•

Not only do the onshore and offshore wind projects now have a lower
CfD price, but the term of guarantee is for 15 years rather than the
35 years awarded for nuclear
The drop in offshore wind since the first competitive auction in 2105
is remarkable

One can only speculate what the financial savings for consumers
would have been from the earlier CfD contracts for offshore wind and
nuclear if competitive auctions had taken place

Building links
with our local
schools

As part of our 10th anniversary celebrations in the summer, the five
local schools who named our turbines in 2010 became
shareholders in WWF. We hope to work with the children and staff
at the schools to enable the children to become more closely
involved with WWF and really develop their understanding of
renewable energy within their own community. One of the local
schools, Shrivenham Primary School (who named turbine 5 “Huff
@n@ Puff”) has a club called Eco Heroes and some of the
children from that group came along to our 10th anniversary event
in the summer to share a poem they had written about Westmill.
They were happy for us to reproduce it here to share with all of our
members.

W E S T M I L L - A N D I N O T H E R N E W S. . .

WWF to be featured
on BBC Countryfile

During the Autumn, Westmill had a visit from the
BBC’s Countryfile team. Presenter, Adam
Henson, and the production team spent several
hours at the site filming around the turbines. The
piece has yet to be aired, so keep your eye out
for images of some very familiar wind turbines on
an episode of Countryfile this winter!

Th e Win ds of Cha nge

Loo k at me, I’m ‘Huff ‘n’ Puf f!’
Sta ndi ng prou d, sta ndi ng tou gh.
Depend able, relia ble and stro ng,
For ten yea rs now – a decade long!
My hug e arm s whi rl and spin,
Cea sele ss mot ion with rele ntle ss disciplin e.
I’m ‘Huff ‘n’ Puf f – look at me!
Pro vidi ng clea n ene rgy.
No poll utio n,
I’m the solution.
A turn ing, chu rnin g tower,
Spi nni ng the air into power.
By Shrivenha m C of E
Prim ary Schoo l ‘ECO Heroes’.

The UK’s renewable
energy capacity overtakes
fossil fuel capacity

In case you missed it, a bit of good news
about the renewable energy sector: recent
research from Imperial College has
confirmed that, for the first time, the capacity
of renewable energy in the UK has overtaken
that of fossil fuels in the UK for the first time.
As The Guardian noted, “In the past five years, the amount of
renewable capacity has tripled while fossil fuels’ has fallen by
one-third, as power stations reached the end of their life or
became uneconomic. The result is that between July and
September, the capacity of wind, solar, biomass and
hydropower reached 41.9 gigawatts, exceeding the 41.2GW
capacity of coal, gas and oil-fired power plants.”
For more details, see https://tinyurl.com/y86j8fzh

In other news...

Investment
Opportunities
Ethex are currently listing the
following offers:

Energise Africa projects bring clean energy access and

economic opportunities to families in Sub-Saharan Africa
through the installation of solar home systems whilst targeting
up to 6% returns per annum for investors. Capital is at risk and
returns are not guaranteed.

Electric Blue is a social enterprise aiming to raise £350,000
on Ethex through its Innovative Finance ISA eligible bond offer
to contribute towards the capital required to install and
maintain 18 electric vehicle charging points in Cambridge. By
supporting its innovative approach you will ensure Electric
Blue can reduce air and noise pollution and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions whilst targeting a 5% per annum
return for investors. Capital is at risk and returns are not
guaranteed. www.ethex.org.uk

One of WWF’s objectives is to help young people
learn about renewable energy and community
generation. WeSET are currently developing a
new set of learning resources to help schools
understand issues of energy and electricity, and
obtain maximum benefit from visiting our site,
including before, during and after an actual visit.

WeSET develops

great learning
resources to help
schools learn about
renewable energy

The resources are structured into 8 units covering a wide range of
topics. These include Understanding what electricity is and does,
how vital it is for modern life, and how to generate it sustainably;
Community Clean Energy and what ordinary people and groups
can achieve; and then looking closely at the geographical and
historical setting of the Westmill site, and learning how the turbines
themselves are constructed and how they work.

The school resources should be available in the spring. If you are
in touch with any schools who would be interested, please suggest
that they go to www.weset.org.

...stop press...stop press...stop
Westmill AGM 2019

Save the Date - WWF AGM 18 May 2019

Energy4All are currently listing the following offers:

We are hoping to have a number of offers on 2019, however due to commercial factors outside of our control we are not sure
of the exact timetable. We are working with Highland Community Energy Society, Mean Moor Wind Farm, Falck and others
on a range of projects which will hopefully come to fruition in 2019.
If you haven’t already registered your interested with Energy4All please click www.energy4all.co.uk. Due to new data
protection legislation you must have given E4A permission to contact you to hear about future share offers.
Please note that the energy co-operatives/investment opportunities mentioned above are for information only. Westmill Windfarm Co-operative has not
reviewed any prospectuses or share offers, and does not recommend or endorse any subscription opportunities. Please be aware that your capital is at
risk and returns are not guaranteed. Individuals should make their own assessment of any such propositions, with specialist advice as appropriate.

Energy4All, Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre, Furness
Westmill
Wind
Farm
is partinofFurness,
the Energy4All
family
Coops
Business
Park,
Barrow
Cumbria,
LA14of2PN
Tel:
01229
821028
Email:
info@energy4all.co.uk
Website:
www.energy4all.co.uk
Investments in shares of renewable energy co-operatives and community benefit societies are long term investments to deliver an
Westmill
Wind Farm, Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre,
environmental and social impact as well as a financial return. As with any investment there are risks. Your capital is at risk and may not be
Furness
Business
Park,
Furness,
LA14
2PN
readily realisable.
Returns
areBarrow
projected, in
variable,
dependCumbria,
on performance
of the
project and are not guaranteed. Consider all risks before
investing.
As
unregulated
share info@westmill.coop
offers, investments do not receive
the protection
of the Government’s Financial Services Compensation
Tel:
01229
821028
Email:
Website:
www.westmill.coop
Scheme and investors do not have recourse to the Financial Ombudsman Service.

