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and still going strong!
read all about our ten years of generating community energy
and find out ‘just what the wind blew in!’...

Welcome

This is the first edition of the six-monthly
Westmill Windfarm newsletter. Its publication
coincides with a big milestone for the Coop – our
10th anniversary.

In this edition, we reflect on the achievements over the last
ten years, and the plans we have to celebrate. We also
include an update on the recent AGM and news on changes
to the website and wider community energy investment
opportunities. We very much hope that you enjoy reading
the newsletter. If there are any topics you’d like us to cover
in future editions, please get in touch, info@westmill.coop

INSIDE...

• A celebration of 10 years!
• Local schools become WWF Members
• WWF in roundtable talks with Minister
• AGM update from the WWF Chair
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Its hard to believe that its ten years since the blades started to turn on the five wind turbines at
Westmill. In November 2005, the prospectus for Westmill Co-op was published outlining the
objectives for Westmill, which was to be the first wind farm co-operative in the South of England.

10th anniversary

Westmill Windfarm celebrates its
The prospectus made commitments to give local
people, as a matter of priority, and others, an
opportunity to invest in the production of
renewable energy. While trading as a commercial
organisation, Westmill Co-op would strive to
promote Cooperative Values and Principles and
benefit the wider community. The Board have
worked hard to ensure that Westmill lived up to
these initial commitments and we are proud of what
has been achieved over the last decade.

The wind farm was the brain child of Adam Twine,
on whose land the solar and wind farm is sited.
Adam was inspired by a visit to Denmark where he
saw other community windfarms playing an
important role in the local community. Energy4All
helped Adam to deliver the wind farm by creating the
co-op and marketing the prospectus to raise the
required funds.Adam recalls: “It took over 12 years
to get the wind project off the ground and with the
help of a committed group of people we managed to
then expand our renewable ambitions with a
wonderful solar array. This has not only led to the
production of clean energy but benefitted the local
community in so many ways.”
Construction work started in July 2007 and was
completed on target in January 2008. The five
turbines began generating electricity in February
2008. They were later to receive names courtesy of
five local primary schools; and, over the last decade,
Wind Warrior, Gusty Gizmo, Spinner X, Huff n’ Puff
and Zeus have generated enough electricity to
power 3,000 homes each year - and in doing so
saved 5,000 tonnes of CO2 per annum.
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Five local schools to

become WWF members

Westmill Wind Farm celebrates its 10th
anniversary this year. The wind farm is run as a
cooperative and one of our key objectives is to
give back to our local community.
Westmill now has 2,260 members, the majority of whom are from
the immediate local area, and investing in the community has been
at the heart of Westmill Co-op since the outset. In 2009, the
Westmill Sustainable Energy Trust or WeSET was established as a
charity with the objective to promote and encourage the
deployment of sustainable energy with a focus on a 25 mile radius
of WWF turbines. Since that
time, WeSET has hosted
thousands of school children
visitors, helping a new
generation to learn about the
benefits of renewable energy.
Over 11,000 visitors have been
welcomed to the site over the
decade as part of school trips
and our regular open days. In
addition, WeSET has funded
the insulation of Shrivenham
village hall and the installation
of photovoltaic cells on the
village sports pavilion.

To mark our 10th anniversary, our Board of Directors
decided to make a gift to each of the schools that named the
turbines back in 2008 - Longcot and Fernham Primary
School, Southfield Junior School, Watchfield Primary
School, Shrivenham Church of England Primary School and
South Marston Church of England School. Each of the
schools is being given 250 shares, so that the school and its
pupils may benefit from the wind farm’s generation in the
years to come.
Teachers and pupils from each of the schools plan to come
along to the Westmill Wind Farm 10th Anniversary
Celebration event on Saturday 16th June 2018 to formally
accept the share donation.

On Saturday 16th June 2018,
we are holding a very special
event to celebrate 10 years of
community owned wind power at Westmill. Visitors will be able to
take a site tour and see inside a 81 m wind turbine. There will be
live music, hot food and hands on fun, black smithing, kite making,
pedal antics, a bouncy castle and a treasure trail. Entry is free and
everyone is welcome. The event will run from midday until 5pm.

Our thanks go to our members and to the local community for all
the support they have given over the last decade. We very much
hope that community renewable energy generation will have a long
future at Westmill.

WWF takes part in MP’s roundtable on community energy
In May, WWF Chair, Eoin Lees, was invited to take part in a round table meeting with the
Rt Hon Claire Perry MP at the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

The roundtable discussion brought together representatives from a wide rage of groups, ranging from community energy generators to
large energy providers and local planners. Local energy was the focus, specifically what local energy is delivering already and what more
it can deliver, the barriers to local energy and what more government could do to support local energy.
It was a lively discussion - although scheduled for 1 hour, it ran for nearly 2 hours! The community benefits from local energy was
acknowledged by all, and Eoin was able to mention the contribution which WWF has made locally.

Planning was an important topic and the current consultation by Government was mentioned many times. Eoin was keen to make the
point that planning has always been a problem for renewables, especially for wind – it took eight years for WWF to get planning
permission. He made a plea for the Minister to ensure that community wind farms with local investment and local ongoing benefits should
be encouraged. We very much hope that Claire will be able to make her voice heard on this topic as the current consultation continues.

stop press...stop press...

New look for
WWF website
Westmill Windfarm’s website now has a new
look. WWF’s Communication Director, Sarah
Heath, explained the reasons for the changes:

We wanted to make the website easier to navigate, both
for our members, and also for members of the local
community who want to learn about the windfarm.
Members should find more documents available in an
un-locked members area, meaning that you don’t always
need to remember your password if you just want to
read the AGM minutes. We also wanted to make it as
easy as possible for people interested in coming to the
site to access all the information they need to arrange
a visit.
We particularly
want to provide
information for
local schools,
and have
created a new
Schools page
with visit
information and
also providing
links to
educational resources
developed by WeSET
which help children
learn more about
renewable energy.

Investment Opportunities
Ethex investment offers:

We currently have a number of new projects in the
pipeline to accelerate renewable energy access in
London, Oxfordshire and clean energy in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Due to changes in data protection laws you will
only receive information regarding Ethex’s new offers if
you have opted to do so.
Log onto: www.ethex.org.uk to register your interest.

We again held our AGM on the same day as Westmill
Solar in the GWR Railway Museum in Swindon.
Located near Swindon bus and railway stations, the
joint event attracted our largest numbers in recent
years with 52 WWF members attending and on the
day feedback was largely positive.

Update: Eoin Lees

on WWF AGM held on 19 May 2018

At the WWF AGM, all the Board proposals were
overwhelmingly approved including the proposed interest
payment of £160,932 to Members. The Board thanks you
for your positive support.

The WWF wind year ending October 2017 experienced our lowest ever
annual generation figures thanks to the poor Atlantic winds from La Nina
which always follows an El Nino year and resulted in our lowest ever
annual production and indeed for all Western European wind farms.

The yield to Members of 4.12% is being paid to Members before taking
account of any EIS initial tax break and any tax due on your interest
payment.

Our AGM was preceded by a morning of information from Energy4All,
Ethex and WESET on their latest activities. This year the invited keynote
speakers were Emma Bridge (CEO, Community Energy England) and
Leo Murray (Director of Strategy 10:10) with both addressing the
challenging times for pursuing a sustainable energy agenda at a
community level. Presentation slides for all speakers are available on
our website www.westmill.coop/

During the course of the year, we won an award from Community Energy
England for our iconic picture of a turbine hug back in 2008. Your Board
decided that the framed picture and award certificate should go to the
person who was so instrumental in overcoming the 8 year planning
delays for WWF – Adam Twine.

We said farewell to two Directors Martin Crane and Crispin Matson.
Sarah Heath was elected and is responsible for improving
communications with our members and the local communities around
WWF. This newsletter is her first task and we are sure you will find it a
big improvement on our previous efforts.

Energy4All are currently listing
the following offers:

We currently have a number of new projects in the pipeline,
including wind, hydro and solar power. Due to changes in data
protection laws you will only receive information regarding
Energy4All’s new offers if you have opted to do so. Please log
onto: www.energy4all.co.uk to register your interest.

Please note that the energy co-operatives/investment opportunities mentioned above are for information only. Westmill Windfarm Co-operative has not
reviewed any prospectuses or share offers, and does not recommend or endorse any subscription opportunities. Please be aware that your capital is at
risk and returns are not guaranteed. Individuals should make their own assessment of any such propositions, with specialist advice as appropriate.
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